Netherlands
Land of Horses

HORSE SPORT

the Netherlands’ most beautiful sport

n e t h e r lan d s, l a n d of h o rs es

Dutch horse
sport is thriving!
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The Dutch horse sport has a rich history. Over the years
we’ve won as much as 26 Olympic medals, taking us into
third place in the overall Summer Olympic Games medal
table. 2014 And 2015 have been our most successful years
ever in the equestrian sport with Dutch riders acquiring
26 medals at European and World Championships, inspiring
international press headlines such as “Orange is the new
gold!” and “The Unstoppable Dutch”.
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Horse sport
and
championships

The years between the Olympic Games and the World
Equestrian Games are occupied by the sport’s European
and World Championships. Several European and World
Championships have been scheduled for 2017. Please
refer to page 19 for the complete calendar.

Our sport knows several championships. As in other
sports, the four-yearly Olympic Games are the
absolute highlight. In addition, the World
Equestrian Games are held every four years.
They encompass the comprehensive
equestrian World Championships.
In 2014, we were more successful at the
World Equestrian Games – held in the
French city of Caen – than we had
ever been before. The orange coats
being the better ones of all
countries competing, we managed
to double our 2010 medal record
of 9 to as many as 18 medals.
The next World Equestrian
Games will take place in Tryon
(North Carolina, USA).
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Horse sport
and lifestyle
The Netherlands knows over 1,000 riding schools.
Most of them are affiliated with the FNRS, the Dutch
federation for horse sport centres.
Among other things, the FNRS uses a star classification
system and safety labelling. On 1 January 2016, KNHS

and FNRS intensified their already existing cooperation.
KNHS for example, now offers all sport products in a
progressive bottom-to-top learning track. Being the
interbranch organisation, FNRS focuses on supporting
the various equestrian entrepreneurs.
Horse sport is a pastime accessible to many. Lessons can
be taken at any age and on any level of ambition. Seventy
per cent of all Dutch riders ride solely for recreational
purposes. 250,000 Horses in the Netherlands are privately
owned.
One can ride horses an entire lifetime. The sport attracts
many youngsters, but riding is possible at a high age as
well. Most riders are from the middle-income classes and
female.
Netherlands has a network of neatly branched
bridle paths, allowing for millions of hacks per
year. Our extensive coastline extends an
invitation for fabulous beach hacks.
Several conservation organisations
own these bridle paths and make an
effort to keep the network
accessible to all riders.
Many feel horse riding is
more than a sport; it’s a way
of life.
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Horse sport
and the
Netherlands
We tend to be modest about it, but our country is well
regarded in the equestrian world. With horse sport as
part of our DNA, our country boasts a rich equestrian
tradition and an enormous amount of knowledge and
skill. All this is supported by a widespread array of
riding associations, pony clubs and riding schools,
allowing everyone to train themselves according to
talent and ambition.

drivers are quite active and competitive. As a horse-loving
country, the Netherlands has more horses per head of the
population than traditional horse countries such as
Germany, England and Spain.
Apart from the national competitions the Netherlands hosts
five outstanding international horse shows every year, in
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Den Bosch, Valkenswaard and
Boekelo, attracting as many as 270,000 visitors in total.

The Netherlands holds almost 500,000 riders
and 450,000 horses. KNHS has 200,000
members, 50,000 of whom take part in
competitions.
We have 3,000 horse sport centres
and riding associations, organising
as many as 7,300 events per year
together, resulting in 765,000
individual competition entries in
eight separate disciplines. The
number of competition entries
per rider is the highest in
Europe. Dutch riders and
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Horse sport
and the world
The FEI is the international equestrian federation.
Every year, 3,825 international FEI horse shows take
place around the globe. 74,000 Riders are qualified to
enter international competitions.

No less than 37 million people ride or drive horses at least
once a week.
On a worldwide scale, horse sport represents an economic
value of 300 billion euros. 750 Million people follow
equestrian sport on social media.
Horse sport is the only sport in which men and women are
able to compete directly up to the highest level. This just
goes to show that horse riding isn’t about strength only, it’s
also about technique, perseverance and talent.
The top-of-the-bill horse shows are spectacularly thrilling
and offer top-level entertainment, making them the perfect
sophisticated hospitality events for horse lovers as well as
entrepreneurs.
The FEI competitions form a cycle moving
around the globe, through Paris, Barcelona,
Bahrain, Tokyo, Palm Springs, New
York, London and Aachen. Top riders
and their horses fly tens of
thousands of kilometres around
the world to challenge each
other, headed by our
international star riders that
often fill the prize-giving
platform.
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Horse sport
and
economy
The direct revenues from horse sport come from livery
yards, horse trade, instruction, breeding and training
related to the 450,000 horses in the Netherlands.
The turnover in branches involved indirectly is also rather
substantial: veterinarians, farriers, feeding, footing,
transportation, attire and tack, trailer and lorry sales, paddock
and pasture fencing, training mills, riding school grounds,
stable and riding school construction, insurances, tourism,
horse shows, et cetera.
According to Statistics Netherlands (CBS) the equestrian
world in the Netherlands involves a total throughput of
between 1.5 and 2 billion euros per year. This makes horse
sport the second biggest sport when it comes to economic
value, behind football.
Tens of thousands of people make their money from horse
sport. This means every seventh horse in the Netherlands
generates a job.
These figures show horse sport inspires a considerable
economic mechanism.
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Horse sport
and export
The Netherlands is considered a key supplier of
national team coaches, trainers and chefs d’équipe to
countries all over the world. Our riders and their
knowledge and skills are A-listed worldwide. Each year
teams from a variety of European countries, the Middle
East, China and the United States stay in our country
for weeks on end to follow training courses.
Riders from all over the world travel to the Netherlands often
to buy horses. The demand for Dutch-bred sport horses is
substantial, as they are known for their outstanding athletic
abilities.
The Royal Dutch Sport Horse Studbook (KWPN) has been the
best performance studbook in the world for years now. With
an average of 10,000 foals per year it is also the biggest.
Following the considerable international demand for Dutch
horses, two initiatives were called into existence to preserve
the most talented and established horses for their Dutch
top-level riders. These are the Dutch Olympic Horse
Foundation (N.O.P.) and the Netherlands Showjumpers
Foundation (SFN).
N.O.P. horses have contributed largely to the abundant Dutch
medal table at international championships over the past four
years. No less than 20 of the 23 horses wearing the N.O.P.
suffix won an individual or team medal.
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Horse sport
and
the future
Our Talent Plan connects the basis of our sport with
top-level riders and trainers. It’s the future gold medal
laboratory. The results over the past years prove us
right. More than half the riders from medal teams have
participated in our Talent Plan. With this big group of
young talent the future of top-level horse sport can
only look bright.

Apart from training and developing their riding abilities,
KNHS also prominently and structurally contributes to the
development of social, mental and communicational skills in
youngsters.
Our society is changing fast. Today’s world offers a lot of
chances, but also comes with a lot of expectations. Young
people are expected to take control of their own life, be
flexible and solution-oriented and to be excellent
communicators.
International research shows dealing with horses on any
level fosters social, mental and communicational skills that
are of great value later on in life. Equestrians are friendlier,
more enthusiastic, emotionally more stable and more
creative than their non-riding counterparts. They tend to be
more determined, self-assured, stress proof and meticulous.
They are aware of their responsibility and know how to pick
up the thread when the going gets tough. These leadership
qualities that equestrians regard as self-evident, prove
themselves quite useful in everyday life. The horse as a
tutor is at the basis of the KNHS’s innovative Young
Leaders Program.
Want to know more?
Please see www.knhs.nl/youngleadersprogram
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Horse sport
and media
The Dutch broadcasting company NOS broadcasts
major championships through live streaming. In 2015,
the European Championships Final scored 1.6 million
viewers. During the EC more than 310,000 posts on
horse sport were shared.

With its 175,000 readers, the KNHS member magazine
Paard&Sport is by far the biggest of seven Dutch
equestrian magazines.
In 2016, the KNHS websites attracted a total of 1,371,233
users, generating the sum of 8,193,090 page views.
50,000 People follow the KNHS Facebook page.

Horse & Country TV is the horse sport’s very own sport
channel reaching 5 million Dutch homes through
cable. Every week Eurosport broadcasts the key
FEI competitions’ highlights.
ClipMyHorse.TV Nederland offers free
live streaming of all major Dutch horse
events on their website. YouTube
includes horse shows for a young
audience: PaardenpraatTV
reaches 2.5 million viewers
every month. NPO Zapp(sport),
NTR Het Klokhuis, NOS
Jeugdjournaal and many
other youth channels and
television programmes pay
attention to horse sport on
a regular basis.
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Horse sport
and 2017
World Championships

Major international events in the Netherlands
9-12
March
5-9
April
31 May - 4 June
22-25
June
29 June - 2 July
6-9
July
3-6
Aug.
3-6
Aug.
10-13
Aug.
7-10
Sep.
5-8
Oct.
9-12
Nov.

Indoor Brabant, Den Bosch
Zeeland Outdoor, Nieuw- en St. Joosland
CDI Den Goubergh, Roosendaal
CHIO Rotterdam
Outdoor Gelderland
CSI Twente
WC Young Dressage Horses, Ermelo
CSI Ommen
GCT Valkenswaard
Outdoor Brabant, Breda
Military Boekelo Enschede
JIM, Maastricht

2-6
Aug.
3-6
Aug.
9-12
Aug.
		
15-20 Aug.
19
Aug.
7-10
Sep.
21-24 Sep.
		
22-24 Sep.
		
20-23 Sep.
19-22 Oct.
		

Vaulting Juniors (Ebreichsdorf, Austria)
Young Dressage Horses (Ermelo)
Reining Juniors & Young Riders
(Givrins, Switzerland)
Driving Ponies (Minden, Germany)
Young Endurance Horses (Brussels, Belgium)
Young Driving Horses (Mezöhegyes, Hungary)
Young Showjumping Horses
(Lanaken, Belgium)
Endurance Juniors & Young Riders
(Verona, Italy)
Pairs Driving (Lipica, Slovakia)
Young Eventing Horses
(Le Lion d‘Angers, France)

European Championships
Dutch Championships
20-23
April Showjumping, Mierlo
20-23
April Four-in-hand Horses, Horst
22
April Hunters, Baarn
12-14
May Endurance, Ermelo
7-11
June Reining, Grathem
8-10
July
Pairs Horses, Hulsberg
14-16
July
Dressage and Para-Equestrian Dressage,
		Ermelo
20-22
July
Singles, Pairs and Four-in-hand Ponies,
		Beesd
4-6
Aug. Singles Horses, Wierden
5-8
Oct. Eventing, Boekelo

19-23 July Eventing Juniors & Young Riders
		
(Millstreet, Ireland)
25-30 July Ponies Dressage, Showjumping and Eventing
		
(Kaposvár, Hungary)
2-6
Aug. Vaulting Seniors (Ebreichsdorf, Austria)
8-13
Aug. Showjumping Children, Juniors & Young Riders
		
(Samorin, Slovakia)
9-12
Aug. Reining Seniors (Givrins, Switzerland)
9-13
Aug. Dressage Children, Juniors & Young Riders
		
(Roosendaal, Netherlands)
17
Aug. Endurance Seniors (Brussels, Belgium)
17-20 Aug. Eventing Seniors (Strzegom, Poland)
21-27 Aug. Dressage, Showjumping, Four-in-Hand and Para		
Equestrian Dressage (Gothenburg, Sweden)
30 Aug.-3 Sep. Dressage U25 (Lamprechtshausen, Austria)

Dates may be subject to change.
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Horse sport
and welfare

Horse sport
and KNHS

In the Netherlands alone 500,000 people interact with
horses on a regular basis. They find themselves
fascinated by the contact with this large though gentle
and communicative creature. To many of us, the horse
is an oasis in our hectic lives. Experiencing harmony in
connecting with the horse fills us with great joy.

KNHS is the Dutch Equestrian Federation, combining
these disciplines: Showjumping, Dressage, Eventing,
Endurance, Driving, Reining, Vaulting, Carriage Driving
and recreational riding. In these nine very different
disciplines the horse is the binding element.

People who are physically or mentally impaired also benefit

The federation oversees the organisation, regulation,
administration and safety of all competitions held in the
Netherlands. KNHS trains riders, drivers, instructors,
coaches, judges, course designers and officials. As the
national comprehensive horse knowledge centre, we act

from the healing contact with horses. The Dutch federation
for riding for the disabled (FPG) enables 6,000 riders to ride
at 70 affiliated associations every week.

on behalf of all riders in the Netherlands and the entire
Dutch horse sport and are a meeting point for our
members and all other stakeholders.

The Youth Sports Foundation (Jeugdsportfonds) supports
many hundreds of kids financially in attaining their dream of
riding horses.

KNHS is one of the Netherlands’ bigger sport federations
NOC*NSF holds in high regard. The federation is located in
the very heart of equestrianism, the National Equestrian
Centre (NHC) in Ermelo.

It’s not for nothing there is a Dutch saying that goes: On the
back of a horse you’ll find heaven on earth.

The government, the Sector Council Horses, the Veterinary
Faculty, Animal Health Services and KNHS work closely
together in the area of animal welfare.
They function as an advisor and set guidelines for horse
keeping. Netherlands is the first country in Europe to have
welfare standards that prescribe how horses in our country
should be kept and managed.
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In our constant quest for supporting and developing our
magnificent national horse tradition, KNHS seeks new
partners that equally value this mission.
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Horse sport
and key figures
These key figures demonstrate that the Netherlands is
indeed a land of horses.

• A turnover between 1.5 and 2 billion euros in the
Dutch equestrian world alone
• 1.2 million horse sport followers in the Netherlands
• 400,000 active riders in the Netherlands
• 450,000 horses in the Netherlands
• 200,000 KNHS members, 135,000 of whom own
one of more horses of their own
• 10,000 horse (sport) businesses
• 3,000 riding schools and associations
• 7,500 KNHS competitions and 765,000 competition
entries per year
• 3,825 major international competitions per year 		
divided over 79 countries
• 17 million hacks per year
• 80% of all riders are female

www.knhs.nl
For the sources underlying this publication, please contact the
KNHS Communication Department, Charlotte Gunnink,
De Beek 125, NL-3852 PL Ermelo. Tel +31 (0)577 408232.
All data are from 2015, unless stated otherwise.
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